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Advancing Health Equity in Belgium: Challenges, Choices & 
Change Across the Medicine Life Cycle 
PROGRAMME 

 

28 May 2026 – Doors open at 13:30 
📍📍Sparks, Rue Ravenstein 60, 1000 Brussels 

 

14:00 –14:10 WELCOME 

 

14:10 –14:50 Equity as the Foundation of a Future-Proof Healthcare System 

 

Prof. dr. Sara Willems 
Principal investigator, Research group Equity in 
Healthcare, Department of Public Health and 
Primary Care, UGent 

 

14:50 – 16:05 Health Equity along the Medicine Life Cycle 

Information for Patients: Vulnerable Groups and the Need to Adapt Communication Style 

 

Laura De Meester 
Project Coordinator FarmaInfo – Patient 
information on medicines for human use, 
FAMHP 

 
 

 

CO-ORGANISED EVENT WITH HEALIXIA 

mailto:info@pharma.be
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Missed, Misread, Misdiagnosed: The Gender Gap and Women’s Health at the Intersection of 
Science and Society 

 

Prof. dr. Bharati Shivalkar 

Women’s Heart Health Advocate Consultant 
Cardiologist, Chirec Hospital Delta; RIVA 
Medical Board Member, Heart Health India 
Foundation and Past Pharma Executive 
 

IHI-READI Project, Equity in Clinical Trials 

 

Nicholas Brooke Executive Director, the Synergist 

End-to-end Health Equity: A Gilead Sciences Perspective 

 

Dr. Reon van Dyk Associate Director Medical Affairs Virology, 
Gilead Sciences Belgium 

From Diagnosis to Real Life: The Missing Pieces of Health Equity in the Cancer Journey 

 

Atefeh Sadeghi 
Founder, Women Cancer Europe (WCE), a 
patient-led platform turning lived experience 
into systemic change 

 

16:05 – 16:35 Networking Break 

 

16:35 – 17:20 Bringing it all together Debate and Questions from the Audience 

 

Prof. dr. Bharati Shivalkar 
Women’s Heart Health Advocate Consultant 
Cardiologist, Chirec Hospital Delta; RIVA 
Medical Board Member, Heart Health India 
Foundation and Past Pharma Executive 

 

Nicholas Brooke Executive Director, the Synergist 
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Atefeh Sadeghi 
Founder, Women Cancer Europe (WCE),  
a patient-led platform turning lived experience 
into systemic change 

 
 

Dr. Reon van Dyk Associate Director Medical Affairs Virology, 
Gilead Sciences Belgium 

 

Katrina Grosfils Head of Division, FAMHP 

 

17:20 – 17:30 Closing Remarks 

 

17:30 – 19:30 Networking Drink 
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